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The University of Mississippi

TheView fromVentress
News From the College of Liberal Arts

Training Tomorrow’s Leaders

New public policy leadership department is 18th in College

R

Robert K. Jordan

ichard Walters, a
freshman from Brandon, admits that
when he decided to major in
public policy leadership he
dreamed of being a politician.
He has quickly learned,
however, that there is more to
public policy than being an
elected official. “After taking
my policy classes, I realize the
people who are behind the
scenes often have just as
much influence on policy as
politicians.”
Walters’ realization came
from what he’s learned in
classes offered through the
College’s new Department of
Public Policy Leadership,
which launched last fall
Former Sen. Tom Daschle talks with public policy leadership students during a joint visit by Daschle and former Sen. Trent Lott.
with an inaugural class of 33
students. “The assumption is that our
Jackson, a junior from Brookhaven.
After joining the two leaders for lunch,
graduates will play a role in public life,
The degree program combines ecostudents walked away with a deeper
whether as the mayor of a small town or
nomics, philosophy, political science, psyunderstanding of policy making.
as a U.S. senator,” said Bob Haws, an
chology and sociology. Students practice
“Someone asked Sen. Daschle how to
associate professor of history who chairs
critical-thinking skills and polish their
best represent your constituents,” said
the new department. “Of course, we want
public speaking. There is even a course in
Abby Loden, a freshman from Fulton.
academic performance. But we also want
persuasion. And, through its connection
“He said that you had to be yourself.
students who are driven, ambitious and
with the Trent Lott Leadership Institute,
That, although you represent others, ultimately your own values
had to go into your
decisions.”
‘To be
That type of experiour young people deserve unique opportunities
ence is what sets the
new program apart,
that greatly
Haws said.
“Students interacted
— F O R M E R S E N AT O R T R E N T L O T T
with both senators in a
very informal setting,”
willing to make a commitment to change
the Department of Public Policy Leaderhe said. “The students were impressed
the world.”
ship provides unique opportunities for
with their candor. They both talked very
It turns out that the department’s
students to talk candidly with highfrankly about some of the issues facing
public policy leadership majors are lookranking policy makers.
America today.
ing for the same qualities in their peers.
In September, Lott, a Republican
“When you can combine these types
“I knew that all the students coming in
who recently resigned from the U.S.
of experiences with a rigorous academic
would want to work toward great changes
Senate, brought former Democratic Sen.
program, you really are preparing people
in our state and nation,” said Garrett
Tom Daschle to the Oxford campus.
for careers in public policy,” Haws said. V

effective leaders,
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Under Construction
Bishop Hall is one of many College buildings being renovated.
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Lessons from the Senate
Students learn the legislative
process using a simulation.
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expand their horizons.’
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Monumental Memory
Nearby Civil War monuments
serve as teaching resources.
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Student’s grass-roots efforts rewarded

A

Glenn Hopkins

F R O M

T H E

D E A N

“If a nation expects to be ignorant and free,
in a state of civilization, it expects what
never was and never will be.”
— Thomas Jefferson

A

Goldwater Scholar committed to science career

Nathan Latil

merica faces an important political decision
next fall, and The University of Mississippi will
play an important role in the national dialogue
about the future of our country. We will host the first
of three 2008 presidential debates on Friday, Sept. 26.
This debate presents a unique opportunity for the
College of Liberal Arts to involve students and faculty
members in panel discussions and seminars about the
important issues of the campaign. Perhaps some of the
visitors to campus for the debates will also be willing to
participate. The College embraces this possibility for
thoughtful analysis instead of political sound bites.
While we have not yet made final plans, one can
easily envision journalism faculty members leading discussions on political strategy, political scientists talking
about the political process, historians pointing out the
lessons from past elections and scientists helping us
understand the complex issues of global warming and
stem-cell research. Such discussions would help us all
learn more and better understand our choices.
The desire to understand these choices and the
ability to do so flows naturally from the study of the
liberal arts. While the definition of a liberal arts education varies from person to person, every definition
includes a breadth of education and the ability to analyze arguments for their consistency. The insistence of
liberal arts on education in the natural sciences,
humanities, social sciences and the fine arts will serve
our students and alumni well as they consider the
issues at stake next year; the ability to analyze arguments will help them sort out the strong arguments
from the weak.
If we in the academy do our jobs well, a liberal arts
education brings with it the sophistication of thought
necessary to understand complex issues and the intellectual capacity for mature judgment. That does not
mean we will always agree. It does mean that we will
hold thoughtful positions that we can explain and
defend.
We look forward to the presidential debate and
our part in it. V

tion would have required
textbook publishers to
disclose their wholesale
prices to consumers, but
it died in committee. As
an officer in College
Republicans, White
organized a regional seminar on education funding, envisioned it as
multipartisan dialogue
and involved College
Shad White
Democrats and College
Libertarians in the process.
White, a senior political science and economics
major and honors student, is one of 75 students
nationwide to receive the Truman scholarship, which
provides up to $30,000 for graduate school. After
graduation, White will work in Washington, D.C., for
a federal agency — another opportunity created by the
Truman Foundation. He then plans to pursue a Master of Public Administration and a law degree.
“In the long term, I know I want to influence
public policy, particularly in the fields of education,
economic development and taxation,” White said. “I
have a passion for Mississippi, so I’d love the opportunity to come back and shape state policy here.” V

Brandon Russell plans to pursue a career as a research scientist.

I

n his application for a prestigious Barry M. Goldwater Scholarship, Brandon Russell described how
an illness in the family propelled him into pursuing a career in science.
“During my freshman year of college, my uncle
was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis,” wrote Russell, a
chemistry major from Brookhaven and Sally McDonnell Barksdale Honors College student. “His infectious
curiosity and unwavering encouragement were the reasons I am majoring in the sciences.”
Russell’s devotion to finding treatments for such
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diseases was rewarded last spring when he became the
11th Goldwater Scholar at UM since the scholarship
program began in 1986. The foundation annually
awards 300 scholarships to undergraduates who demonstrate commitment to careers as research scientists.
Russell wants to work as an experimental researcher seeking novel therapeutic approaches to diseases that
are difficult to combat with traditional pharmaceuticals. In preparation for this career, he has conducted
laboratory research at UM with Stephen J. D’Surney,
associate professor of biology, and Daniell Mattern,
professor of chemistry and biochemistry.
Russell has also collaborated with Peter C. Dedon,
professor of toxicology and biomedical engineering at
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Accepted
into the highly selective Applied Biosciences Research
Experience for Undergraduates program at MIT during the summer of 2006, Russell investigated the
effects of exposure to nitric oxide on DNA in human
cells. He subsequently presented his research at the
2006 fall meeting of the national Biomedical Engineering Society in Chicago. He hopes to return to
MIT to earn his doctorate in biological engineering
and to continue his work in Dedon’s lab. V

Kevin Bain

Liberal arts and
informed citizenship

ccording to the Harry S. Truman Scholarship
Foundation, Truman Scholars are future
“change agents” who have the passion, intellect
and leadership potential to transform public entities
for the better. As UM’s latest Truman Scholar, Shad
White is already making good on his potential.
The Sandersville native spearheaded a statewide
campaign to make college textbooks more affordable.
He organized voter-registration drives in the Mississippi Delta. He spent a summer working in an orphanage
in El Salvador. Those efforts, and the promise of more
to come, made White the 12th UM student to earn
the prestigious scholarship.
“In my view, Shad is most remarkable for his follow-through,” said Debra Young, assistant dean of the
Sally McDonnell Barksdale Honors College. “He saw
problems, he figured out what was causing them, he
put together teams, and he delivered solutions that go
right to the root of the issue.”
White has been involved in the Associated Student
Body, College Republicans and the UM Mock Trial
Team. A member of Lambda Sigma and Phi Kappa
Phi, White was inducted into Phi Beta Kappa and
Omicron Delta Kappa and was awarded a Taylor
Medal.
White’s push for affordable textbooks ultimately
led to a bill in the Mississippi Legislature. The legisla-

Meek Auditorium now features a smaller,
more intimate performance space.

Campus renovations bring
renewed energy to College

Robert K. Jordan

Bryant Hall, which now houses
the classics and philosophy and
religion departments, received
interior physical upgrades,
including the addition of a
beautiful common space where
students and faculty can gather.

Robert K. Jordan

Farley Hall received extensive renovations and an
addition to house the new Overby Center for Southern Journalism and Politics, named for alumnus
Charles L. Overby (68), Freedom Forum chairman.

Robert K. Jordan

B

uilding and renovation projects dot The
University of Mississippi campus, signaling
upgrades that enhance the learning environment and add to the overall beauty of the awardwinning grounds. During the last four years, a dozen
major renovation projects have affected the College of
Liberal Arts.
Among the completed projects are Longstreet Hall
(African American studies), Deupree Hall (political
science) and Odom Hall (public policy leadership).
Each building underwent much needed general

renovations to offices and classrooms.
Renovations to the Richard and Diane Scruggs
Hall and the David H. Nutt Auditorium are discussed
in the special section of this newsletter.
Meek Hall was renovated to bring the Department
of Art under one roof for the first time in many years.
Additionally, Bishop Hall, home to the Department of
History, experienced classroom renovations and several
exterior upgrades, including a new main entrance. A
new McCain Plaza was created outside Barnard Hall,
which houses the ROTC departments.
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While the upgrades bring a renewed energy to the
College, more are needed. Vital safety renovations will
soon take place in Coulter Hall for the chemistry and
biochemistry department. A new science building is
needed to provide offices, modern research labs and
additional teaching facilities. There is also a pressing
need to create a foundry facility for the art department’s sculpture program and to build a Meek Hall
annex to accommodate rapidly growing programs in
digital design and photography as well as to ease the
cramped space in other studio arts. V

News From the College of Liberal Arts

Brazilian expedition engages student in environmental issues

M

“It was exciting being around other students who
had studied climate change from different angles,”
Weldon said. “And the program coordinators told us
they didn’t want us to just be tourists. We were there
not just to learn about the environment but to contribute to it.”
The group did plenty of both during their Brazilian adventure. They observed the laborious process some indigenous people use to make
flour from cassava. They planted 500
trees. They helped farmers convert
manure and vegetable matter into
compost for more fertile soil.
Perhaps the most vivid lesson in
how human activity affects the Earth
came while stargazing one night on a
mountainside. While marveling at a sky
filled with twinkling stars, the students
noticed flickering lights over much of the
horizon. For a moment, they wondered if the
lights were small towns in the distance.
“They were fires,” said Weldon, a member of
the Sally McDonnell Barksdale Honors College and
a double major in psychology and classics. “In Brazil,
thousands of acres of sugar cane are burned for easier
harvest. That’s just how it’s done. But, of course, the
burning pours more carbon into the air.”
In Oxford, Weldon supports recycling efforts,
encourages alternative transportation and promotes

‘In Brazil

Courtesy of Morgan Weldon

organ Weldon is passionate about the environment, but finding a significant group of
kindred spirits has been a challenge. “Sometimes I feel like the little voice in
the wilderness,” Weldon said
with a chuckle.
Last summer, however,
Weldon was a part of a
virtual chorus of young
environmentalists. The
Ocean Springs native was
among 16 undergraduates
selected for the NissanWorld Wildlife Fund Environmental Leadership Summit
program. Their adventures took
them to workshops and crosscultural training in Washington,
D.C., and Nashville, Tenn., followed
by a two-week expedition in Brazil.
In Washington, the student
leaders learned about environmental
policy making by visiting the World
Bank, the Environmental Protection
Agency and Capitol Hill. In Nashville, participants performed volunteer
service and toured Nissan’s manufacturing plant, learning about the automaker’s Nissan Green Program 2010.

Student Morgan Weldon was selected to take part in the NissanWorld Wildlife Fund Environmental Leadership Summit program
last summer to learn how human activity impacts the Earth.

environmental consciousness on campus. “Thinking
about the environment has become a basic part of my
life,” Weldon said. “It seems obvious to me that if we
value living in a beautiful and healthy environment, we
have to maintain it.” V

thousands of acres of sugar cane are burned
for easier harvest. That’s just how it’s done.’

—MORGAN WELDON

UM professor designs a better fishnet

G

reduce the bycatch of juvenile red snapper by the Gulf
of Mexico shrimp trawl fishery. The device takes
advantage of the snapper’s instinctive aversion to
bright light, allowing it to swim out of the net to
safety. In field-testing with Gulf shrimpers, the
invention has already met rave reviews.
“The potential for this device to reduce bycatch
and subsequent mortality of juvenile red snapper
is significant,” said Parsons. “A cleaner
catch and greater profit for
the shrimper is a win-win
situation for the marine environment and the fishing
industry.” V
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Courtesy of Glenn Parsons

lenn Parsons, professor of biology,
won $10,000 as a runner-up
in the international
SmartGear competition
sponsored by the World
Wildlife Fund. The
competition seeks out
inventions that will reduce “bycatch” — nontargeted marine life that
accidentally gets caught in
commercial fishing nets.
Parsons designed his
invention, the Nested
Cylinder Bycatch
Reduction Device, to

Glenn Parsons received a World Wildlife Fund award for a
specially designed fishnet that reduces bycatch.

Kevin Bain

Students
simulate
U.S. Senate

T

R

ich Forgette, professor and
chair of political science, is 45
minutes into teaching a class
on the legislative process and has yet
to say a word. As a matter of fact,
he’s not even the one leading the
class. That responsibility falls to
Brandon Walters, a senior political
science major.
In this class, Walters is president pro tempore
of the U.S. Senate — or at least a Senate simulation.
Here, students do not learn the process via lecture;
they learn the process by using it.
Forgette serves as parliamentarian, but the students run the simulation. “Students draft and amend
legislation, work within committees and build large
coalitions to figure out areas of compromise,”
Forgette said. “We’ve had filibusters and all sorts of
politicking going on inside and outside the classroom.
Hopefully it increases students’ interest in the real
Congress.”
Having worked in both the House and Senate on
Capitol Hill, Forgette wanted to bring that experience
to his students. According to Walters, Forgette’s
approach worked.
“During the simulation, we realized things do not
necessarily move in an expeditious manner,” he said.
“When things move in the Senate, they typically are
molded through careful negotiation and compromise
by members.”
To facilitate the simulation, Forgette uses www.legsim.org, or LegSim, an online program developed by
John Wilkerson, a professor at the University of Wash-

College boasts
4 Fulbright scholars

Senior Brandon Walters
is president pro tempore
of UM’s simulated senate.

ington. Using the Web site, students post legislation,
track votes and establish caucuses.
“We debated bills, amended legislation and voted
through LegSim,” Walters said. “We even learned more
about our fellow senators’ voting patterns and legislative interests.”
Forgette said he has talked with Wilkerson about a
LegSim simulation in which Forgette’s class would be
the Senate and Wilkerson’s would be the House of
Representatives. “The technology really allows me to
extend the borders of the classroom,” he said.
“I learned more about negotiating and compromise through this simulation than I ever dreamed,”
Walters said. “There is no way to teach these vital arts
through a lecture-style class. The simulation taught me
skills that I can carry with me throughout the rest of
my life.” V

he Fulbright Program was established as a
post-World War II exchange program to
promote mutual understanding between
Americans and others around the world. Two recent
graduates and two faculty members are representing
UM in Fulbright programs this year.
William Sharman (BA 07), an international
studies graduate from Greensboro, N.C., lived in
Germany during that country’s reunification and
remembers hammering on the Berlin Wall. He studied in Giessen, Germany, during spring and summer
2006 and now has returned to Mönchengladbach,
Germany, as part of the Fulbright English Teaching
Assistantship program to teach high-school English
and to continue his studies of German, political science and history.
Mary Catherine Boehmer (BA 07), a linguistics
graduate from Biloxi, has been sent to Irkutsk, Siberia, for 10 months. She is also teaching English as
part of the Fulbright English Teaching Assistantship
program, continuing to learn Russian and researching
the sociological effects of the Soviet language policy.
This is Boehmer’s second trip to Russia. She studied
at Moscow International University in fall 2006.
In addition to these recent graduates, two
professors are participating in the Fulbright Scholars
Program.
Joshua Howard, associate professor of history, is
spending a year at the Central Conservatory of Music
in Beijing to research Chinese composer Nie Er, who
was active in Shanghai’s burgeoning film industry and
leftist art circles during the 1930s. Er is best known
for composing the national anthem of the People’s
Republic of China.
David Galef, professor of English, will spend four
months in Tokyo teaching 20th-century science fiction and the modern American short story at Sophia
University and Japan Women’s University. V

Chinese training for ROTC students

L

ast year, UM became the state’s only university
to offer a degree in Chinese. Now the U.S. Department of Defense has awarded the Department of Modern Languages a $635,000 grant to teach
Chinese language and culture to ROTC students.
The federal program is one step in a series of
initiatives designed to improve the foreign-language
capability of future military officers. UM is one of
only four universities to develop strategic language
initiatives through the National Security Education
Program, which provides funding for scholarships,
infrastructure and Chinese instructors. Other universities received funds to offer Arabic, Russian and Farsi.

“UM is truly playing a critical role in
our nation’s vital effort to create a cadre of
military professionals who are proficient in
Chinese and knowledgeable of Chinese culture,” said Donald Dyer, chair of the modern
languages department. The department,
along with the Croft Institute for International Studies, offers the intensive Chinese
Flagship Language Program and Mississippi StarTalk, a federally funded intensive
Chinese summer program for high-school
students. V
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Expertise in English
Despite expansion, department maintains sense of community
In the 50 years since James E. Savage chaired the Department
of English, a doctoral program, an MFA in creative writing and
increasingly accomplished faculty who are equally devoted to
their students have contributed to the department’s reputation.
James E. Savage
Photo courtesy of Gerald Walton

A historical look at Bondurant Hall
Photo courtesy of Special Collections

Then 				

A

Now

T

he Department of English has grown in the last
half-century. Still headquartered in Bondurant
Hall (then called the Graduate School), the
department boasts a larger and more diverse faculty,
with 10 women, two African Americans and one
African among its 27 faculty. The number of students
also has grown; today there are 304 undergraduate
majors and 110 graduate students.

Even with this growth, there is still a sense of community among faculty and students. Jillian Lang, a
senior from Jackson, for example, has ample opportunities to work closely with her professors.
“I love that I have gotten to know my professors,”
said Lang. “I learned how to write well, and my professors offer a lot of guidance about my future career in
English. All of them are very open and very available.”
Today’s faculty members are open to working
with students even though more is expected of
faculty in research and creative endeavors than in
the 1950s. Back then, not all professors held
doctoral degrees. “Probably the biggest change
in the department has been the necessary
emphasis on hiring people who will research
and publish,” said Walton. “To attract the
best and brightest students, the faculty must
be well-respected and producing themselves.”
Among new faculty is Patrick Quinn,
who has chaired the department since August
Robert K. Jordan

s chair of the English department in 1957-58,
James E. Savage was committed to all students.
Although he successfully launched a doctoral
program in 1957, he was determined to not leave
undergraduates behind.
“The instruction of prospective doctors of philosophy should not weaken the instruction given to the
undergraduate,” Savage wrote in his 1957-58 annual
report.
This concern reflected the dedication of the 13
male faculty members to their students. For
example, Professor Emeritus Charles Noyes,
who was on the faculty then, was known for
extensive interaction with students.
“I got to know my students,” Noyes
said. “Students knew that they weren’t just
being lectured at, but were part of a shared
learning experience.”
“The program was small enough for the
faculty members to work closely with the students,”
said former English Professor and Provost Gerald
Walton, who was a graduate student at UM at the
time. “There was a conscious effort to keep it intimate
enough that people got to know each other.”
“I remember walking up and down the hall, seeing
professors and just being able to go in and chat,”
Walton said. “We had really excellent teachers. I felt I
was sitting at the feet of real scholars and I enjoyed
working with them.”

Programs have expanded, as well. In addition to
the MFA in creative writing, the department offers a
graduate emphasis and an interdisciplinary undergraduate minor in Renaissance and early modern studies,
which would surely have delighted Savage, himself a
Renaissance scholar.

Colleagues John Pilkington (left) and Charles Noyes (right) spent three decades
teaching in the English department before retiring in the 1980s.

Studies focus on the global South

T

he English department plays a leading role in
the study of the “global South,” a concept
that refers to a new direction in Southern
studies. “It signals a paradigm shift away from studying the American South as a national aberration to
seeing the region as deeply implicated in global patterns, issues and movements,” said Kathryn McKee,
associate professor of English.
To further such studies, UM’s Interdisciplinary
Working Group on the Global South was formed in
fall 2005. Members of the interdisciplinary group
represent the English, education, history, sociology
and Southern studies departments and the William
Winter Institute for Racial Reconciliation.
Their expertise is becoming evident in the public
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forum. McKee and Annette Trefzer, associate professor of English, recently co-edited a special issue of the
journal American Literature titled Global Contexts,
Local Literatures: The New Southern Studies, and the
working group co-sponsored a speaker series on the
topic. This new way of thinking is also reflected in
the English department’s recently renamed journal,
which started in the 1950s as Mississippi Studies in
English, evolved into Journal x: Studies in Literature
and Culture and finally became The Global South.
Published under the auspices of the department and
Indiana University Press, it is concerned with understanding South-North divides that exist not only in
the United States but also globally. V

E

2006. Educated mostly in Canada and Great Britain,
Quinn has spent the vast majority of his academic
career teaching English overseas, often in countries
where English isn’t the first language — Greece,
Germany and even Iraq. It provides him with a unique
perspective on teaching English.

N

G

L

“Teaching is different from culture to culture,” he
said. “Having that range of experience enables me to
adapt to a wide variety of learning styles and teaching
situations.”
Faculty expertise has expanded beyond American
(particularly Southern) and British literature to include
world and post-colonial literature. The faculty’s productivity clearly outpaces that of the department in the
1950s. Since 2000, they have produced 18 books and
too many articles to count. Faculty members further
raise the national prominence of the department
through their work with conferences held on campus,
most notably the Faulkner and Yoknapatawpha Confer-

‘The department is

I

S

H

:

Then and Now

the better programs in the country,” Quinn said.
Looking to the future, the department will continue to be at the national forefront in Southern fiction
and poetry. There is also a desire to increase offerings in
several other areas including 19th-century American literature, environmental literature, creative nonfiction
and screenplay writing.
Quinn also seeks to build on the writing and composition facets of collegiate English — facets he believes
have been deteriorating nationally for years.
“My goal is to strengthen the writing program by
ensuring we have a strong coherent approach to it,”
Quinn said.

clearly and honestly

one of the better programs in the country.’
— E N G L I S H C H A I R PAT R I C K Q U I N N

Robert K. Jordan

Dr. Ethel Young-Minor’s English courses support African-American
studies, Southern studies, gender studies and the Sally McDonnell
Barksdale Honors College.

ence, the Blues Today Conference and the Oxford
Conference for the Book.
Faculty expertise is deepened by the presence of
writers in residence. The two permanent writers in residence are Pulitzer Prize-nominated Barry Hannah and
Tom Franklin. The John and Renée Grisham Emerging
Southern Writer-in-Residence program, funded by the
Grishams, brings in talented writers each year. This year
the department is host to Jack Pendarvis, who was
awarded the 2006 Pushcart Prize for fiction. Also, Paula
Bohince came to campus as the first poet in residence
last summer.
“The department is clearly and honestly one of

With the support of alumni and friends, the
department can continue to build on its success. For
example, Dorothy “Dot” Halliday (BA 56) recently
donated $22,000.
“We want to make sure we have the financial
resources to attract and retain outstanding students at
both the undergraduate and graduate levels,” Quinn
said. “Mrs. Halliday’s gift — and others like it — help
make that possible.” V
For additional content, visit the “Then and Now” section
at the College of Liberal Arts Web site: www.olemiss.edu/
libarts/newsletter/index.html.

R

ecently named by The Atlantic Monthly as
one of five up-and-coming creative-writing
programs in the nation, the MFA program
— the only one of its kind in the state — has benefited not only the 30 students enrolled but the entire
English department.
An important reason for this success is the private funding for recruitment of outstanding students.
John and Renée Grisham regularly sponsor MFA fellowships, and Jim Barksdale has donated funds for
scholarships since the program’s inception in 2000.
“We must rely on donors to be truly excellent,”
said Barry Hannah, permanent writer in residence
and director of the MFA program. “We are lucky for
Jim Barksdale and John and Renée Grisham, our

angels and stone-fine, stand-up people.”
Benefiting the entire student body is the
Grisham Visiting Writers Series, which brings critically acclaimed writers to campus throughout the
year. The growing success of the MFA program has
enabled the English department to increase the number of creative-writing courses in fiction and poetry
for graduate and undergraduate students.
The national acclaim some MFA students have
garnered reflects the success of the program. In 2007
alone, a poem by Louis E. Bourgeois (MFA 02), “A
Voice from the City,” was included in the critically
acclaimed poetry anthology The Best American Poetry,
Jennifer Malesich (MFA 07) won the Iron Horse Literary Review’s Discovered Voices Award and a story
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Creative writers master the fine arts
Jennifer Malesich (MFA 07) received the Iron Horse Literary
Review’s Discovered Voices Award.

by Jake Rubin (MFA 07), “Little Stones, Little Pistols, Little Clash,” was published in Best New American Voices, marking the fourth consecutive year a UM
student’s work has appeared in the publication.
“The processes I’ve gone through have been
amazing,” said Malesich. “This MFA program really
challenged me to grow and expand those ideas of
what I envisioned poetry to do. I’m writing better
than ever.” V

News From the College of Liberal Arts
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Music on the Move
Evolving department shares its talents
Nearly 50 years ago, the Department of Music
eagerly prepared to move into newly completed
Meek Hall. Today, music fills the halls of renovated Scruggs Hall and Nutt Auditorium, new home
to the department.

Then

A

s the 1950s drew to a close, the Department
of Music was on the move — figuratively and
literally.
The University Orchestra played its first-ever television concert in 1955-56. The Ole Miss Marching Band
made its mark in Europe with performances at the
1958 World’s Fair in Brussels, Belgium, and at the
World Music Competition in Kerkrade, Netherlands.
William Faulkner showed his music appreciation
with a $500 scholarship and a meeting with Professor
Arthur Kreutz to develop an opera based on one of his
short stories. And Nancy Van de Vate, who later
became an internationally renowned and award-winning composer, was working on her Master of Music
degree. (She even taught a freshman named Robert
Khayat in her music appreciation course!)

The Pride of the
South marching band
has been an integral
part of the music
department throughout its history.

But the real moves came in 1960. Construction
had just been completed on the department’s new
home, Meek Hall. Compared with the converted student infirmary that housed the department for many
years, Meek was a drastic upgrade.

to Scruggs include sound-isolating practice rooms and
a new roof and facade for the front wing.
“It’s not just that we’ve moved that has everyone
excited, it’s the quality of our new facilities,” said
Charles Gates, chair of the music department. “We

‘It’s not just that we’ve moved that has everyone excited,
it’s the

quality of our new facilities.

It’s boosted the morale of faculty and students alike.’
— M U S I C C H A I R C H A R L E S G AT E S

“We had one little recital hall, a couple of classrooms and faculty offices,” said Professor Emeritus
Andrew Fox, who was a freshman in 1953. “They put
pianos in what had been patient
rooms.”
Mark Hoffman, chair of the
department at the time, saw the
positive effect of the move.
“Morale of the student body
and faculty has risen noticeably,”
Hoffman wrote after Meek
opened in 1960. “As a result, the
department may expect greatly
increased enthusiasm.”

Now

F

In 1958, the Ole Miss Marching Band performed at the World Music Competition in Kerkrade,
Netherlands. The band earned the highest score and first prize during the concert competition,
feats they duplicated in the Honors Competition and Marching Band Competition. After
Kerkrade, the band traveled to the 1958 World’s Fair in Brussels, Belgium, where they performed
six consecutive days. Photo courtesy of Special Collections

ast forward more than 50
years, and faculty and students are equally excited
about moving into another new
building — the renovated Richard and Diane Scruggs Music
Building and the accompanying
David H. Nutt Auditorium. With
faculty moving from Meek and
Barr halls, the department is now
under one roof for the first time
in many years. Future renovations
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now have state-of-the-art rehearsal and practice facilities. And Nutt Auditorium is simply an aesthetically
and acoustically superb performance hall. It’s boosted
the morale of faculty and students alike.”
Currently there are 77 undergraduate music
majors and 50 graduate students taught by 24 faculty
and 14 full-time and part-time instructors. Their
expertise includes all orchestral instruments as well as
piano, voice, organ and harpsichord. Their specialties
include conducting, music education, music pedagogy,
music history and literature, ethnomusicology and
music theory.
The faculty members are active in their fields. In
just the past two years, faculty members have published
12 significant journal articles, three books and three
CD compilations. They have performed on national
and international stages. At the same time, they are significantly committed to teaching. For two years running, UM’s most prestigious teaching award, the Elsie
M. Hood Award, has gone to music faculty — Laurdella Foulkes-Levy, associate professor of music, in 2006
and David Willson, band director and professor of
music, in 2007.
“Our students enjoy an academic and artistic environment in which scholarly and creative work is actively produced,” Gates said. “The department provides a
breadth of musical experience allowing students to
reach their fullest potential.”
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Then and Now

Patrons of Music

Robert K. Jordan

P

Robert K. Jordan

Students have been achieving
their potential, both in academics
and in musical performance.
Under the direction of Donald
Trott, the Concert Singers received
a standing ovation at the American
Choral Directors Association’s
National Convention last March.
Students have won National Association of Teachers of Singing
competitions. They have studied
abroad with a Fulbright scholarship to Hungary and a Rotary
International Scholarship to New
Zealand. And students have presented research at professional
A choir practices at UM.
conferences.
The department has also
expanded the opportunities for students’ musical development by offering experiences with a wider variety of
musical groups than in the 1950s, including an African
drum-and-dance ensemble, a percussion ensemble, a
steel-drum ensemble and a salsa band.
The performance groups and music students benefit from access to the highest quality equipment and
instruments. The Thomas Colbert family donation of a
Steinway concert grand piano will benefit music students, faculty and audiences for years to come.
Another recent donation is the Mary Lee Sneed
Hill Vocal Music Scholarship. Established by Dean E.
Hill of Memphis, the $25,000 endowment is earmarked for service-minded undergraduate and graduate
students pursuing degrees in music.
“We hope recipients will share their talents with

those who need it most — the elderly, the poor and the
sick,” said Hill, who also recently donated a collection
of flutes from around the world including China,
Argentina, Yugoslavia, Haiti and Spain.
Indeed, over the years, one thing that has not
wavered is the desire to give students a sense of responsibility about sharing the gift of music, Fox said.
“As faculty members, we tried to make sure our
students knew that when they graduated, they had a
job to do,” he said. “That’s why they call it ‘commencement’ — it’s not an ending, it’s a beginning.” V
For additional content, visit our special “Then and Now”
section at the College of Liberal Arts Web site: www.ole
miss.edu/libarts/newsletter/index.html.

The Thomas Colbert family donated a Steinway concert grand
piano to the music department in January 2007. It is located
on the stage of the David H. Nutt Auditorium.

atrons of Music was created in 2004 to
help recruit and support the most qualified student musicians. Thanks to generous donors, the organization has funded four
to six scholarships for deserving music students
each year and has just embarked on a five-year
mission to create a permanent endowment.
Funds for scholarships and the endowment
come from private donations and an annual
benefit concert presented by Department of
Music faculty who contribute their time and talents. This collaborative effort creates a dynamic
organization where members feel truly involved
in the mission of the university.
“We are grateful to the Patrons of Music
organization for their enthusiastic and tireless
work,” said Charles Gates, chair of the music
department. “We strive to honor the generous
support we receive by giving our utmost to our
students and to the community.”
To join or support the Patrons of Music,
contact the department at 662-915-7268 or visit
www.olemiss.edu/depts/music. V

Evolving degrees

T

Nathan Latil

he Department of Music offers a rich
variety of degree programs. Undergraduates can earn a B.A. in music or a B.M.
with an emphasis in music performance or music
education. Graduate students may pursue a Master
of Music with an emphasis in choral conducting, music education or performance. Last year,
the department converted the D.A. degree into a
Ph.D. in music in response to recent trends in the
profession, faculty strengths and student interest.
“Fewer music students are entering the
teaching profession,” said Charlie Gates, chair of
music. “This has been a trend for the last 20 years
or more and has resulted in a critical shortage of
qualified public school music teachers. A corollary
problem is a shortage of well-prepared college and
university music-education faculty.”
The new Ph.D. program — one of few devoted to music education in this region of the country
— involves the scholarly study of the philosophical
and psychological foundations of music education
and the processes of learning and teaching.
“We’re excited to now be offering the Ph.D.
in music education,” said Alan Spurgeon, associate
professor of music. “We have students who are
completely capable of Ph.D.-level work, and this
new degree will make them more competitive for
positions in top-level universities.” V

The back wing of the newly renovated Richard and Diane Scruggs Hall used to house the university high school.
Plans for a new roof and facade for front wing of the building are currently underway.
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Research on sound, substance
garners national attention

J

Robert K. Jordan

Joel Mobley

Mobley said his ultrasound research could
potentially be applied to
microwave systems that
are used for cell phones,
wireless Internet and satellite TV.
Meanwhile, Gladden
has been conducting
experiments with viscoelastic materials — substances that share qualities Josh Gladden
of solids and liquids, but do not fall neatly into either
category. Such mixtures share the properties of everyday materials including toothpaste, the Earth’s mantle,
blood clots and Jell-O.
At question is how
such gel-like substances
respond when a rigid
object moves through
them at various speeds.
The results of these experiments provide new
insights into how such
materials change from
being solidlike to being
liquidlike.
The opportunities to
pursue such research while
working with talented students attracted both professors to UM in 2005.
Mobley holds degrees
from Washington Univer-

Robert K. Jordan

oel Mobley and Josh Gladden have a few things in
common. Both joined the Department of Physics
and Astronomy as assistant professors in 2005.
Both are gaining national attention for their
research. And both enjoy teaching and mentoring
students.
Mobley recently proved that it is, indeed, possible
for sound to travel faster than light. Using microscopic
plastic beads in water, Mobley’s experiments fired
ultrasonic pulses lasting less than one-millionth of a
second between two transducers.
“The idea that acoustic wave groups could move
faster than light is not a new idea, but no one had seen
it happen until recently,” Mobley said. “This work
provides a novel look at the effect usually observed in
experiments with light, not sound.”

sity in St. Louis and the University of Kentucky.
Gladden graduated from the University of the South
(Sewanee) and was a postdoctoral fellow at Penn State
before joining UM’s faculty.
“This was a unique opportunity to be a part of the
world-class acoustics facility at the National Center for
Physical Acoustics,” said Mobley, who was a physicist
at the Army Research Laboratory in Adelphi, Md.,
before coming to UM.
“I enjoy being in the classroom and interacting
with students, but I also very much like thinking up
and performing new experiments in the lab,” said
Gladden, who also taught high-school physics in
Virginia and New Mexico. “The university has a nice
balance of teaching and research.”
“As a teacher, it is energizing to be around young
people trying to find their way to their life’s work and
to play a small part in helping them realize their intellectual and professional ambitions,” added Mobley. “As
a scientist, I get to work with creative and talented
people here and throughout the world who are pushing the boundaries of science and engineering.” V

Robert K. Jordan

Book explores religion and politics abroad

A

bortion, gay
marriage and
religion in the
public education system are among the
most controversial
topics in American
religion and politics.
Seldom, however, does
anyone look outside
our own borders and
culture for perspective
Laurie Cozad
on these issues. How
do Buddhists in Japan treat the issue of abortion?
What tensions exist between religious traditions and
alternative forms of marriage in India? What role does
religion play in public schools in France? These are the
types of questions Laurie Cozad is tackling in research

for an upcoming book called Enforcing Heaven: A
Cross-Cultural Exploration of Religion and Politics.
“The purpose of this book is to get at these three
intense public debates in the U.S.,” said Cozad, Croft
Institute associate professor of religion. “What kinds of
cultural assumptions govern the debates and discussions on these issues? This question is best answered
through a comparative analysis with similar debates
and discussions in other countries.”
Cozad’s research is already yielding fascinating
insihts. “In Japan, there are numerous ritual activities
set up to commemorate aborted fetuses,” she said.
“Almost all of these rituals occur inside Buddhist
Temples. I am interested in the intra-Japanese debates
surrounding these rituals and the ways in which these
debates enter into the political arena.”
In her research on conflicting views of marriage,
Cozad has found the American debate focused on gay
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marriage. In India, however, the main conflict is over
inter-religious and inter-caste marriages.
Finally, Cozad is examining the role of religion in
public schools. In America, the issues include the
teaching of evolution or intelligent design and whether
students should be allowed to wear religious symbols
such as a cross, a Star of David or a hijab (a Muslim
head covering). In France, the government has prohibited Muslim females from wearing the hijab in school.
“Laurie Cozad’s book will make an important contribution to our understanding of how religion and
politics relate in society,” said William Lawhead, chair
of philosophy and religion. “By comparing how American society frames these three issues with how they are
addressed in other societies, we will be better able to
understand not only these issues but also the dynamics
of politicized religion and religious politics.” V

Introducing…
New Department
Chairs and Directors

Art professor encourages work ethic

Bob Haws
(Chair of Public Policy Leadership)
• Associate Professor of History
• Ph.D. in history from Nebraska
• Interest: American legal history

Paul Lago
(Interim Chair of Biology)
• Professor of Biology
• Ph.D. in entomology from
North Dakota State
• Interest: Insect systematics

Joseph Ward
(Chair of History)
• Associate Professor of History
• Ph.D. in history from Stanford
• Interests: 16th- and 17thcentury England, particularly
London

Robert K. Jordan

Ted Ownby
(Interim Director of the Center for
the Study of Southern Culture)
• Professor of History and
Southern Studies
• Ph.D. in history from
Johns Hopkins
• Interests: Social and cultural
history of the South

Chemistry professor’s
enthusiasm spreads
to students
Jason Ritchie, associate professor of
chemistry and
biochemistry, is
the recipient of the
College of Liberal
Arts’ 21st annual
Cora Lee Graham
Award for Outstanding Teaching of
Freshmen.
“Jason Ritchie
Jason Ritchie
brings an enthusiasm
for teaching to his courses, coupled with a knack for
making difficult material comprehensible,” said liberal
arts Dean Glenn Hopkins. “Our freshman science
instruction is in good hands.”
Ritchie said he is pleased and honored that his
freshman students nominated him for the prestigious
award.
“I genuinely enjoy teaching freshman chemistry classes,” said Ritchie, who joined the chemistry
department faculty in fall 2000. “Students often come
to my classes with preconceptions that chemistry is
boring and difficult. I try to increase their level of excitement through in-class demonstrations — especially
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Kirsten Dellinger
(Interim Chair of Sociology
and Anthropology)
• Associate Professor of
Sociology
• Ph.D. in sociology from Texas
• Interests: Gender, sexuality,
work and qualitative methods

cern for students’ welfare.
“Professor Rieth’s genuine
interest in her students’ learning
and their lives permeates her
classroom and enables her to
Sheri Rieth
make an individual connection
with each student,” said Glenn
Hopkins, dean of the College of Liberal Arts.
Rieth holds degrees from the University of Kansas (Lawrence) and the Memphis College of Art. She
has shown her work in local, national and international exhibitions. At UM, Rieth teaches printmaking, bookmaking and drawing. V

History professor
widens horizons
Jeffrey Watt, professor of
history, received the 2007
University of Mississippi
Humanities Teacher of the
Year award co-sponsored by
the College of Liberal Arts and
the Mississippi Humanities
Jeffrey Watt
Council.
In his early modern European history courses,
Watt encourages students to think critically about
the historical roots of institutions and ideas they
may take for granted.
“I’m less interested in turning students into
professional historians than I am in widening their
cultural horizons and honing their skills in critical
reading, writing and reasoning,” Watt said. “These
are skills they will use regardless of the lives they
pursue.” V

energetic explosions.”
Before joining the UM faculty, he was a postdoctoral researcher at the University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill. He earned his doctorate in inorganic
chemistry from the University of Texas and his bachelor’s degree from the University of California, San
Diego.
“[Professor Ritchie] has gone out of his way
throughout the year to help each and every student in
every way possible,” one student wrote in a nomination letter. “He forces us to challenge ourselves but
provides an excellent environment to do so.”
The award is named in honor of Cora Lee Graham of Union City, Tenn., who established an endowment in 1984 to “help retain better professors who
teach the freshman classes” in the College of Liberal
Arts. Criteria for the Graham Award include excellence in classroom instruction, intellectual stimulation
of students and concern for students’ welfare. V

News From the College of Liberal Arts

Kevin Bain

At the beginning of her art classes, Sheri Fleck Rieth
throws down the gauntlet.
“I will work you really hard,” she tells students.
“Hard work may not be your work ethic when we
start, but, hopefully, it will be by the end.”
To many of her students, that challenge, combined with a healthy dose of inspiration, defines a
great instructor. That is why students nominated her
for Liberal Arts Outstanding Teacher of the Year for
2006-07.
“Sheri is the best professor I have ever had,” said
Robin Jayne Henderson (BA 07), a recent graduate
from Brandon. “Never has anyone done so much to
encourage me and to help prepare me for life.”
Rieth embraces a “teach the whole person”
approach with her students. “First and foremost, a
teacher must have patience,” she said. “Don’t make
learning a scavenger hunt. Tell students what you
seek as their teacher, and show them how to do it.
Teach them how to think, then encourage them to
put theory to work.”
Students, faculty, staff and alumni submit nominations for the outstanding teacher award. Recipients
must demonstrate excellence in classroom instruction, stimulate students intellectually and show con-

Learning by the ‘NUMB3RS’
Yellow crime-scene tape blocked the entrance to Hume
Hall. Just inside the doors, red tape outlined the place
the “body” was found. It would take some of the
brightest minds in northern Mississippi to solve the
case.
That was the scenario waiting for 13 high-school
students during a weeklong summer math camp at
UM. The setup jump-started the camp, providing a
real-life situation in which students could learn how
mathematics is used in everyday life.
“Math has a reputation of being a rather dry subject,” said Tristan Denley, UM mathematics chair and
a camp instructor. “We introduced these students to a
wide range of math skills, and, hopefully, the math
came alive and inspired them. We wanted the students
to realize that math is useful in everyday, real life.”
University Police Department Sgt. David Mahaffey
briefed the students on the known details surrounding
the “death,” including the time the body was discovered and the temperature of the body when the coro-

ner arrived. Applying
Newton’s law of cooling and
other physics equations, the
students determined the
time of death and judged
whether the death was an
accident, suicide or murder.
To help uncover clues, the
students decoded messages
discovered on a USB drive.
The crime-scene exercise, inspired by the CBS
television series “NUMB3RS,” and the MathCamp Summer math camps for local high-school students featured exercises showcasing how mathematics is
experience were intended to used in real-life situations including crime-scene investigations.
encourage the students to
the Robert M. Hearin Support Foundation, sponsored
consider college majors in fields such as science, maththe camp. The center aims to improve math and sciematics and engineering.
ence education across the state by fostering interaction
UM’s new Center for Mathematics and Science
between UM and K-12 public schools. V
Education, funded through a $1.2 million gift from

Remembering
one of our own

Civil War monuments inspire workshop

Michael Harrington, professor emeritus of philosophy and religion, died
Oct. 6, 2007, after more
than 37 years of service to
The University of Mississippi. Harrington joined
the department in 1970
after receiving his doctorate in philosophy from
Michael Harrington
Emory University and
served as chair of the department from 1991 to 2005.
He retired in 2006.
Harrington’s influence was felt beyond the philosophy and religion department. He played a key role in
establishing UM’s Center for the Study of Southern
Culture. He was an important leader within the College. Through his involvement with the Mississippi
Humanities Council since its inception in 1972, he
promoted the humanities across the state and was recognized with MHC’s Public Humanities Achievement
Award in 2007.
“Michael Harrington was an important part of this
university for over 30 years,” said Glenn Hopkins,
dean of the College of Liberal Arts. “A dedicated and
popular teacher, he influenced generations of students,
and, as an administrator, he led his department with
good sense and an unfailing dedication to improving
the education of students here. This university is better
because of him.” V

There is nothing wrong with using a textbook to teach
about the Civil War. But if you have access to Civil War
landmarks and memorials, why not use them as well?
The use of monuments and landmarks as a teaching resource was the theme of a unique workshop
hosted on campus last summer. History professors
and instructors from community colleges in 23 states
participated in the workshop, which was funded by the
National Endowment for the Humanities as part of its
Landmarks of American History and Culture Workshops program.
In addition to classroom discussions, participants visited Shiloh
National Military Park near Corinth
and Hillcrest Cemetery in Holly

Springs to expand their firsthand experiences with these
monuments.
“The focus [of the workshop] was to understand
how historians use the memory of an event to help tell
us about it,” said John Neff, UM associate professor of
history and organizer of the workshop.
“We can study the Civil War by studying the way
people remembered the war only a few years after it
ended,” added Thomas Brown, associate professor of
history and associate director of the Institute for Southern Studies at the University of South Carolina and
workshop presenter. V

John Neff organized a workshop to
show teachers how to learn more
about the Civil War from monuments
like the Tennessee Monument at
Shiloh, left. Photo courtesy of
National Park Service.
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David Lyko

High-school students solve ‘crime’ at math camp

Funds for College recognize classics, encourage tradition
“Their gift supporting classics is a reflection of their
loved people, and she loved Ole Miss.”
extraordinary awareness of eternal values and their
“Both of these gifts will provide, among other
generosity. We are profoundly grateful.”
things, new opportunities for students to study clasVirginia Carey Smith (BA 36) had a deep love for
sics,” said Glenn Hopkins, dean of the College of LibUM, and she wanted to help others attend the univereral Arts. “The Department of Classics and the
sity to fulfill of their own educational dreams. A
College of Liberal Arts are stronger because of these
$170,000 gift from her estate, which will be added to
gifts, and we are extremely grateful to the McDonnells
the McDonnell endowment, will do just that.
and the Smith estate for their generous support.” V
“If you can give to someone else and pass along
what was given to you, you should,”
said Whitman Smith, great-nephew of
Virginia Smith and director of orientation and parent
programs at UM. He said such acts of
generosity are a tradition in his family
that can be traced back to Virginia’s
college days. She was the youngest of
three children, all of whom went to
UM and each of whom helped his or
her younger sibling afford school.
“In fact, she viewed it as her duty
to give back to Ole Miss and to her
family, which she did during her life
and has done as a result of her death,”
said Whitman Smith. “Above all, she
Mike and Mary McDonnell with Chancellor Robert Khayat

Gift to center celebrates 30 years
vitality and growth.”
Private gifts help fund scholarships and documentary photography exhibitions, support publications
such as The New Encyclopedia of Southern Culture,
establish the Southern Media Archive, offer the weekly
brown bag lunch and lecture series and host annual
conferences.
“Friends of the center nurture and sustain it,” said
Ted Ownby, CSSC interim director. “We are so grateful to Michelle for this generous gift. With these funds,
we aim to improve financial support for graduate students and create a research fund for center faculty.” V

Center for the Study of Southern Culture
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Scholarship honors
retired professor
UM political science alumni and friends have honored
Goberdhan Bhagat, who taught in that department for 30
years before retiring in 1994, with a scholarship endowment in his name. Bhagat (affectionately known as GB)
joined the faculty after serving as a diplomat for the Indian
government in the United Nations.
“GB introduced several generations of students to the world
of international politics,” said
Rich Forgette, chair of the political science department. “He has
influenced the lives and thinking
of many alumni, including many
Mississippi political leaders. We
are thrilled to have a scholarship
that honors this great educator.”
The Bhagat Scholarship
Fund began as a project of the
Goberdhan Bhagat
Political Science Alumni Advisory
Board. Once fully endowed, the scholarship will be awarded to a political science student in the “Take 5” program,
in which exceptional undergraduates can earn a master’s
degree with only one additional year of study.
The department welcomes alumni to be part of this
group and encourages donations to the Bhagat Scholarship Fund. For more information, contact Rich Forgette at
rforgett@olemiss.edu or 662-915-7401. V

News From the College of Liberal Arts

Harry Briscoe

Robert K. Jordan

To help mark 30 years of examining, reflecting upon and celebrating Southern culture,
Michelle Hyver Oakes has
pledged $30,000 to the Center
for the Study of Southern Culture.
Michelle Hyver Oakes
“It’s important to financially
support the organizations we believe in, and I believe in
the center,” said Oakes, a New Orleans native who was
recently named chair of the center’s advisory committee. “I hope my commitment will be the first of many
new gifts to the center made by its friends and supporters. Our collective donations will enable its continued

Robert K. Jordan

Mike and Mary “Bickie”
McDonnell consider the
classics to be the focal point
of a well-rounded liberal arts
education. Virginia Carey
Smith loved the university
and wanted to support students. Together they will
provide about $670,000 for
the Department of Classics.
The Mike and Mary
Virginia Carey Smith
McDonnell Endowment in
Classics was funded with a $500,000 pledge to honor
Chancellor Robert Khayat’s leadership.
“This gift is precipitated entirely by our admiration of Chancellor Khayat,” Mike McDonnell said.
“We thought his job ought to be celebrated.”
The McDonnells feel strongly about the classics,
which touch on many liberal arts subjects. That, combined with their confidence in the university’s leadership and direction, inspired the gift.
“We are proud of what Ole Miss is doing,” Mary
McDonnell said. “We want to see this growth continue.”
“For many years, Mike and Mary McDonnell have
been good friends of the university,” Khayat said.

Department of Theatre Arts applauds
its first scholarship endowments

Students
honor
a legacy

Raising the bar

Dinah and Terry Swan established an endowment in honor of Dinah’s mother, Patricia Tarr Leavitt.
Terry (BAEd 70)
and Dinah (BA 69)
Swan established a $25,000 endowment for the Patricia
However, Cantú and Upton have created a scholarship
Tarr Leavitt Scholarship, named for Dinah’s mother.
for students pursuing a Bachelor of Fine Arts in acting.
Mississippi students majoring in theatre arts are eligible
“It is a difficult discipline with a lot of hard work,”
for the scholarship.
said Cantú. “But not a lot of scholarships are created for
The Oxford couple was surprised that the Departtheatre students.”
ment of Theatre Arts was not able to offer substantial
To enroll
scholarships to Mississippi students.
in the Bache“That means many of our most talented Mississippi
lor of Fine
students cannot attend the state’s flagship university,”
Arts program,
Terry said. “We want to change that one scholarship at
juniors and
a time, and we hope other alumni and friends of Ole
seniors go
Miss Theatre will do likewise.”
through a
Dinah said that now, more than ever, it is critical to
rigorous jury
support the arts.
process. Many
“The human spirit needs the arts,” she said. “The
apply, but only
arts shouldn’t be viewed as leisure add-on. Frequent
18 students are
exposure to high-quality art is transformational. Good
chosen each year.
art can make us better people by touching something
From that group, one
inside that reacquaints us with our own being or
will receive the annual Cantú/
essence.”
Upton Scholarship.
Cantú and Upton seeded the endowment with a
Upton/Cantú Scholarship
lump sum and are using payroll deductions to grow it.
Eddie Upton and Joe Turner Cantú are not
“This is something that we just hope to increase
your usual scholarship benefactors: They both
every year until we retire,” said Upton.
work on campus. Cantú is an
“You don’t have to be filthy rich or have some
associate professor in the
sort of windfall to make a difference,” said
Department of TheCantú, who was awarded the Cora Lee Graham
atre Arts, and Upton
Award for Outstanding Teacher of Freshmen in
is a systems analyst
2006. “Every little bit makes a big differmanager in the Office
ence in the life of a student who is
of Information
sometimes struggling month to
Technology.
month.” V
Most faculty
UM employees Eddie Upton and Joe
members have
Turner Cantú have teamed up to
not created
create a scholarship for theatre
scholarships for
majors in acting. Upton and Cantú
students in their
plan to use payroll deductions to
help build the endowment.
own departments.
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When Virginia Wilson (BA
79) read in the 2007 edition
of View from Ventress that the
mock trial team needed funds,
she took action.
“Dr. Winkle was one of
the best professors I had in
my academic career, and I
wanted to help with a project
Virginia Wilson
that he started,” said Wilson,
now an attorney in Memphis. “It’s rewarding to be
able to give to a program that interests me and then be
able to follow as it progresses throughout the years.”
Wilson’s $10,000 contribution will, among other
things, help the team travel to tournaments and support recruitment efforts.
“We are so grateful for Virginia Wilson’s generosity,” said Winkle. “Her gift will allow the mock trial
program to expand its membership and extend its
national presence.
“This gift holds special meaning for me because
Virginia Burt Wilson is a former student of mine. As a
practicing attorney, she fully understands how participation in this intercollegiate competition will help to
develop our students’ thinking and speaking skills as
well as their poise and confidence.” V

Patricia Tarr
Leavitt
Scholarship

Robert K. Jordan

Winthrop Jordan, a Bancroft Prize and National Book
Award-winning historian who wrote several influential
works on American slavery and race relations, died in
early 2007. His legacy, however, lives on.
To honor the beloved professor, students and friends
created the Winthrop Jordan Memorial Research Fund.
The fund will further Jordan’s legacy of teaching, scholarship and philanthropy by supporting graduate student
research in slavery, race, religion and sexuality — fields of
history in which he studied or taught. The fund recently
received a boost through a $25,000 gift from an anonymous donor.
“Through the years, no faculty person has achieved
greater distinction at Ole Miss than Winthrop Jordan,”
said Chancellor Robert Khayat. “Historians across the
world are aware of his work, his colleagues respected him
without reservation, and he was much admired by his
students. Although we have lost him, his legacy lives on.”
For more information on giving to the Winthrop
Jordan Memorial Research Fund, contact Ted Smith at
662-915-5946 or tjsmith@olemiss.edu. V

Before 2007, the largest scholarship a theatre
major at UM could
receive was $100. Simply put, there were no
substantial endowments for theatre
scholarships. Now,
thanks to alumni,
faculty and staff members who love UM
theatre, there are two.
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The College of Liberal Arts is grateful to the following Ventress Order donors
(names reflect gifts made between January 1, 2007 – December 31, 2007):
PATRON
Dr. Frank A. Anderson and
Mrs. Mary C. Anderson
Dr. David W. Arnold and
Mrs. Barbara D. Arnold
Mr. Thomas W. Colbert and
Mrs. Ann B. Colbert
Mr. S. Gale Denley and
Mrs. Jo A. Denley
Dorothy Cate & Thomas
Frist Foundation
Freedom Forum
Mr. Edward O. Fritts and
Mrs. Martha Dale Fritts
Mr. Dean E. Hill
Hunter Public Relations
Jim 'N Nick's of Riverchase Inc.
Mrs. Cora M. Jordan
Mr. Ed Meek and
Mrs. Becky Meek
Mr. David H. Nutt
Mrs. Michelle H. Oakes
Oakwood Foundation
R&B Feder Charitable
Foundation
Mr. Richard F. Scruggs and
Mrs. Diane T. Scruggs
Dr. Dinah L. Swan and
Mr. Terry Swan
Viking Range Corporation
Mr. Michael D. Waldorf and
Mrs. Julie Grimes Waldorf
BENEFACTOR
Anson Mills
Dr. Lee Baumann and
Mrs. Brenda K. Baumann
Mrs. Sheela S. Bhagat
Big Apple Barbeque Block
Party
Biltmore Estate Wine Company
Blackberry Hotel Company
Brown-Forman Distillers Corp.
The Fertel Family Foundation
Dr. Thomas F. Frist Jr. and
Mrs. Patricia Champion Frist
Gertrude C. Ford Foundation
Medical Support &
Development Org
Mr. Charles L. Overby and
Andrea G. Overby
The Ramey Agency LLC
Dr. Deborah Smith
Ms. Nancy F. Smith
Dr. Nancy H. Van de Vate
EXECUTIVE
Brevard Family Foundation
Dr. Steve Cockerham and
Mrs. Mary L. Cockerham
Mr. D. M. Cockrell
Colbert Foundation
Mr. James H. Creekmore and
Mrs. Lucille W. Creekmore
Ms. Elizabeth Fortune
Mrs. Gail Engvall and
Mr. Bill Engvall
Mr. Lawrence M. Furlong and
Mrs. Emily C. Furlong
James M & Milton McMullan
Foundation
Mr. William H. Keener Jr.
Loeffler Ketchum Mountjoy
Mr. Holmes S. Pettey
Mr. Jesse P. Phillips and
Dr. Jeanette C. Phillips
Mrs. Susan S. Phillips
Mr. William M. Shoemaker Jr.
and Mrs. Sara M. Shoemaker

Mrs. Allison Weakley
	Sutherland and Mr. Joe
Ashley Sutherland
Mrs. Miriam W. Weems and
Tommy Weems
Whole Foods Market
Mr. Gary M. Wilson and
Dr. Noell Rebecca-Howell
Wilson
ADVOCATE
Atticus Trust
Mrs. Virginia F. Brooks and
Mr. James G. Brooks
Mr. Alfred Hume Bryant
Cellular South
Mrs. Deborah Crosby and
Mr. Osmond Crosby
Dr. G. Bryan Dewees III
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Mr. Alan Franco and
Mrs. Diane Franco
Mrs. Lynn C. Gammill and
Mr. Stewart Gammill III
Mr. Chellis O. Gregory and
Janice Gregory
Mr. John K. Gresham and
Mrs. Betty J. Gresham
Dr. Gene Norris Howell Jr. and
Mrs. Lynne Howell
Mr. Mark Hoffman and
Mrs. Mark Hoffman
Mr. William R. Hurt and
Mrs. Judith W. Hurt
Dr. Robert C. Khayat and
Mrs. Margaret D. Khayat
Dr. Charles R. McMurchy
Mr. Dennis E. Moore
Mrs. Bonnye A. Sampson and
Mr. Laurence G. Sampson
Mr. D. Shepard Smith
Mr. Raymond W. Speck Jr. and
Mrs. Caryl A. Speck
Dr. William B. Thompson and
Martha Ann Thompson
Mr. Wendell W. Weakley and
Mrs. Susan K. Weakley
Mr. Jay L. Wiener
ASSOCIATE
Dr. Ann J. Abadie and
Dr. H. D. Abadie
Mr. Frederick Anklam Jr. and
Mrs. Marian F. Anklam
Mr. Wilson P. Barton III
Mrs. Norma S. Bourdeaux
Ms. Nancy E. Brower
Mr. John Howell Bullion and
Mrs. Betty Brixey Bullion
Mr. Matthew P. Burkley
Ms. Bonnie W. Camp
Dr. James B. Carothers and
Mrs. Beverly A. Carothers
Conservation & Research
Foundation
Mr. John G. Corlew and
Mrs. Elizabeth S. Corlew
Create Foundation
Mr. Wade H. Creekmore Jr. and
Mrs. Betsy S. Creekmore
Mrs. Sidney C. Crews and
Mr. J. H. Crews
Dr. James L. Crosthwait and
Mrs. James L. Crosthwait
Mrs. Rebecca M. Currence
The Daily Leader
Dan Camp Family
Real Estate Co.
Mr. Vance Derryberry and
Mrs. Lara Derryberry
Mr. Justin R. Dinerman

Estate of Dean C. Dubois
East Bay Community
Foundation
Mr. John C. T. Edwards and
Mrs. Lynn D. Edwards
Mrs. Martha Ann W. Franco and
Col. John J. Franco Jr.
Mr. John A. Frazee
Mr. William N. Fry IV and
Mrs. Lee A. Fry
Mrs. Susanne W. Galtney and
Mr. W. F. Galtney Jr.
Ms. Sarah Dabney Gillespie
Dr. Guy T. Gillespie Jr. and
Mrs. Tay Gillespie
Graeber Foundation
The Greater New Orleans
Foundation
Mrs. Melissa Anne Hale and
Dr. Gregory J. Hale
Mr. Kerry W. Hamilton
Dr. Hugh S. Harris Jr. and
Catherine Harris
Mr. Samuel B. Haskell III and
Mrs. Mary D. Haskell
Dr. Jere R. Hoar
Mrs. Laurie G. Hodges and
Dr. W. G. Hodges
Mrs. Ruth S. Holcombe
Mr. Jesse J. Holland Jr.
Dr. W. Briggs Hopson Jr. and
Mrs. Patricia S. Hopson
Mr. F. B. Hudson and
Milbre Burch Hudson
Mr. James L. Hussey Jr. and
Mrs. Cammiel W. Hussey
Island Restaurant, Inc.
Mrs. Jamie B. Joyner and
Mr. Ernest Joyner III
Mrs. Mary L. Kotz and
Mr. Nick Kotz
Mr. Samuel M. Lane and
Mrs. Leila B. Lane
Mrs. Lilla S. Lauderdale
Dr. Ronald M. Lewis Jr. and
Mrs. Cynthia Peavy-Lewis
Mr. Rob Long
Mrs. Bae K. Magruder
Mr. Jay P. McDonald and
	Mrs. Meredith B. McDonald
Mr. Steven G. McKinney and
Mrs. Diane Walker McKinney
Dr. Eric A. McVey III and
Mrs. Donna G. McVey
Memphis Minnie’s BBQ Joint
Mrs. Sidna B. Mitchell
Mr. J. Byron Morris and
Mrs. Deborah F. McAbee
Dr. Charles E. Noyes
Henry Paris, CLAT
Dr. J. Greg Perkins and
Mrs. Glenda A. Perkins
Mr. John K. Povall and
Mrs. Hilda C. Povall
Ms. Carol Todd Puckett
Mr. Thomas S. Rankin and
Mrs. Evaline E. Rankin
Mr. James C. Ratcliff Jr.
Mr. Randall A. Rawlings
Dr. Virginia H. Read and
Dr. Dale G. Read
Mr. John Remington and
Mrs. Jan Remington
Mr. Julius M. Ridgway and
Mary Jane Ridgway
Ms. Susan Held Robinson
Dr. Carolyn J. Ross
The Fan Fox and Leslie R.
Samuels
Mr. Max P. Sanders and
Mrs. Rita M. Sanders

Dr. Joyce Sidorfsky
Sigma Chi Fraternity
Dr. Lewis Smith and
Mrs. Shelby Smith
Mrs. Julie G. Smith and
Mr. McKamy Smith II
Mr. Richard C. Sweeney Jr. and
P. Colleen Tewey Sweeney
Col. Jerry A. Thomas and
Rosemary M. Thomas
Mr. Alan E. Thomas and
Mrs. Diane K. Thomas
Mr. James Travillo and
Mrs. Karen S. Travillo
UM Alumni Association
Mr. Edward J. Upton and
Mr. Joe Turner Cantu
Dr. Ronald F. Vernon and
Ms. Susan Marchant
Mr. Charles S. Ware
Ms. Patricia C. White
Dr. Max W. Williams and
Mrs. Nila Qualls Williams
Mr. Edwin N. Williams and
Marlyln Williams
Mrs. Virginia B. Wilson and
Mr. Eddie S. Wilson
Dr. Charles R. Wilson and
Marie Antoon Wilson
Mrs. Martha L. Wilson
Dr. John Winkle and
Ms. Ellen B. Meacham
STEWARD
Accenture Foundation
Mrs. Rebecca P. Allen and
Mr. Carey W. Allen
Mrs. Patricia K. Allen and
Mr. Frank E. Allen Jr.
Mr. William H. Andrews Jr. and
Mrs. Lisa M. Andrews
Mr. William L. Anthony Jr.
Argyll Foundation
Ms. Nancy Lippincott Ashley
Dr. Michael L. Baker
Mr. Dan T. Ballard and
Sandra Ballard
Mr. Thomas G. Barksdale Jr.
	and Mrs. Scarlet Roeder
Barksdale
Mrs. Susan H. Bartlett and
Dr. Brett R. Bartlett
Dr. Brett R. Bartlett and
Mrs. Susan H. Bartlett
Mr. Fred E. Beemon Jr.
Mrs. Anna M. Berryhill
Billy Reid, Inc.
Ms. Kathryn B. Black
Ms. Elvira Blanchard
Mrs. Betty W. Blaylock and
Mr. John David Blaylock
Mr. E. J. Bogen Jr. and
Mrs. Patricia M. Bogen
Mr. James H. Bonds and
Mrs. Nancy H. Bonds
Dr. Richard A. Boyd and
Mrs. Marye M. Boyd
Mrs. Marvine M. Brand
Mr. Mike Breedlove and
Mrs. Ellen Breedlove
Dr. L. Michael Brunt and
Dr. Elizabeth M. Brunt
Mr. Joe Turner Cantu and
Mr. Edward J. Upton
Ms. Ann Cashion
Dr. Mike Clark and
	Dr. Paula Washington Clark
Mr. Johnny Coleman Jr.
Community Foundation of
Greater Jackson
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PAT R O N ................................... $25,000+
B E N E FA C T O R .......... $10,000-$24,999
E X E C U T I V E ................... $5,000-$9,999
Community Foundation/Greater
Memphis
Mr. Carlton R. Cook and
Mrs. Rhonda Cook
Mr. Steven A. Cooke and
Mrs. Donna M. Cooke
Mr. Waymon N. Covington
Ms. Carol P. Daily
Mrs. Judy J. Daniel
Mr. Charles H. Davidson V
Mr. Thomas R. Davis and
Mrs. Nan G. Davis
Mr. Gregory O. Doiron and
Mrs. Shirley Doiron
Dr. Thomas K. Donovan and
Mrs. Barbara E. Donovan
Dr. David I. Doorenbos
Mrs. Melanie Walker Dowell and
Mr. Michael E. Dowell
Mrs. Lynn W. Eastland and
Mr. Woods E. Eastland
Mrs. Sonya M. Edwards and
Mr. W. M. Edwards
Dr. Robbie Ethridge
Mr. W. Ralph Eubanks and
	Colleen Anne Delaney
Eubanks
Mr. S. L. Farrington and
Mrs. Janet G. Farrington
Mrs. Janet G. Farrington and
Mr. S. L. Farrington
Mr. Lester Ferrell
Mr. Paul Fogleman and
Ms. Martha Fogleman
Ms. Kathleen B. Ford
Mr. John T. Frame and
Mrs. Anne L. Frame
Mr. Mark A. Frank and
Sandra Frank
Gannett/Match Community
Mrs. Betty F. Garrigan and
Mr. Thomas P. Garrigan
Dr. Charlie Gates and
Dr. Kathryn F. Gates
Gilder Foundation, Inc.
Mrs. Tay Gillespie and
Dr. Guy T. Gillespie Jr.
Ms. Nancy H. Goldman
Mr. C. D. Goodgame and
Mrs. Marcia Logan
Mrs. Amy W. Granberry and
Mr. H. D. Granberry III
Mr. Ted N. Griffin and
Mrs. Susan Griffin
Mrs. Beverly H. Griffith and
G. Dan Griffith
Mrs. Kathy O. Griffith and
Mr. Ben Griffith
Mr. Walter D. Gurley Jr. and
Mrs. Donna S. Gurley
Mrs. Margaret B. Hall and
Lt. Col. Samuel T. Hall
Mr. W. G. Hamlin Jr. and
Sylvia Monroe Hamlin
Dr. Michael L. Harrington
Mr. Alton B. Harris
Dr. George J. Heard Jr. and
Mrs. Margaret Heard
Mrs. Arnold J. Herring and
Mr. Arnold J. Herring
Ms. Lisa K. Herrington
Mrs. Elizabeth Hollingsworth
and Mr. Al Hollingsworth
Mrs. Lucia Holloway and
Mr. Donald E. Holloway
Dr. Glenn W. Hopkins and
Ms. Carol M. Hopkins
Mrs. Tara T. Horton
William S. Howard DDS Inc.
Dr. Kim M. Huch and
	Dr. Charles Leon Bedwell Jr.

A D V O C AT E .................... $2,500-$4,999
A S S O C I AT E .................. $1,000-$2,499
S T E W A R D ............................ $500-$999

Mr. David A. Huey and
Mrs. Diane Huey
Dr. Charles L. Hussey and
Mrs. Jolee C. Hussey
Mrs. Linda O. Hutton and
Mr. R. E. Hutton Jr.
Dr. Elizabeth S. Keith
Mrs. Laura Marie Kellum and
Mr. Matthew G. Kellum
Mr. Robert C. Khayat Jr. and
Susannah Khayat
Mr. Milton L. Knowlton and
Mrs. Mary P. Knowlton
Mr. Fred H. Krutz III and
Mrs. Cherry Krutz
Mrs. Liillian N. Landrum
Mr. Kenneth F. Lange and
Mrs. Patricia D. Lange
Ms. Mary Beth Lasseter
Mr. G. E. Lawrence and
Mrs. Connie Lawrence
Ms. Sandi N. Layne
Mrs. Monica B. LeBlanc and
Douglas Louis LeBlanc
Mrs. Wesla S. Leech and
Mr. William H. Leech
Mr. Nathaniel G. Macadams
	and Mrs. Kristen S.
Macadams
Mrs. Linda D. MacCormack and
Mr. Alexander MacCormack
Mr. James Kevin Malloy and
Dr. Rhona Justice-Malloy
Ms. Margaret B. Martin
Dr. Frank A. McGrew III and
Mrs. Sharrel McGrew
Ms. Margaret E. McGuire
Mr. Howard L. McMillan Jr. and
Mrs. Mary Eliza McMillan
Mechanics Bank
Dr. Michael F. Metcalf and
Eva-Maria Metcalf
Mr. Willis R. Minton
Mr. Tom Montague and Mrs.
Kristina Montague
Mrs. Karen C. Montjoy and Dr.
Robert S. Montjoy
Mr. H. Kirk Moore Jr.
Ms. Carol Sue Moore
Dr. Paul W. Murrill and Mrs.
Nancy W. Murrill
Mr. Thomas D. Murry and Mrs.
Byrle S. Murry
Mr. Ronald D. Nurnberg and Mr.
Joe Osgoode
Mrs. Mary Frances L. Poole
and Dr. Franklin P. Poole
Dr. J. Steve Purdon and
Mrs. Barbara L. Purdon
Reed Family Charitable Trust
Mr. Earl D. Retif
Dr. Henry C. Ricks Jr. and
Mrs. Betty Ricks
Mr. Michael E. Riley
River Region Medical Center
Mr. William H. Roberson
Mrs. Donna Ruth Roberts
Mr. Richard R. Roberts and
Mrs. Christina C. Roberts
Mrs. Patricia S. Robertson and
Mr. Randall B. Robertson
Mrs. Hollidae Robinson and
Mr. Emerson B. Robinson III
Dr. Joe R. Ross Jr. and
Mrs. Patricia T. Ross
Mr. Stephen E. Rowell and
Mrs. Joni Rowell
Mr. James F. Russell and
Mrs. Katherine Davis Russell
Mr. Tom Sasser

News From the College of Liberal Arts

Mr. Stephen B. Sherrill and
Mrs. Lisa Sherrill
Mrs. Irene S. Simon and
Mr. Michael S. Simon
Mrs. Margaret A. Sims and
Mr. John C. Sims
Dr. George Smith and
Mary Elizabeth Smith
The Gordon D. Sondland &
	Katherine J. Durant
Foundation
Mrs. Rose Spears and
Dr. Hubert E. Spears Jr.
Ms. Celeste F. Spencer
Mr. Paul R. Spickard
Dr. Debra L. Spurgeon and
Dr. Alan L. Spurgeon
Dr. John D. Stanford and
Terri Stanford
Mr. Edward Phillip Stone and
Mrs. Ivy Stone
Mr. Howard W. Stringfellow Jr.
Mrs. Betty Strong
Mrs. Nancy H. Stumberg and
Mr. Herb Stumberg
Mrs. Ward Sumner and
	The Hon. James C. Sumner
Mrs. Dorothy L. Tatum
Mr. Sanford C. Thomas and
	Mrs. Susan S. Thomas
Ms. Heather L. Thompson
Dr. Ancel C. Tipton Jr. and
Mrs. Senith C. Tipton
Mr. J. Michael Tonos Jr. and
Jane Anne Tonos
Dr. James T. Trapp and
Mrs. Melinda H. Trapp
Mr. William C. Trotter III and
Mrs. Jane D. Trotter
Dr. James M. Tucker and
Mrs. Robin S. Tucker
Mr. Binford W. Turnage and
Jo Taylor Turnage
Mrs. Sara M. Turner
Mr. Scott Uelner
Dr. Joseph R. Urgo and
Mrs. Lesley D. Urgo
Mrs. Catherine S. Vickery
Vienna Modern Masters, Inc.
Mr. Jan Vos and
Mrs. Juliette Vos
Dr. Meredith M. Walker Jr. and
Mrs. Myra S. Walker
Dr. Gerald W. Walton and
Dr. Juliet H. Walton
Mrs. Margaret M. Ward
Mr. John Albert Ware
Mr. Larry D. Weeden Sr. and
Mrs. Tracy Weeden
Mrs. Kathryn L. Wiener
Mrs. Anne J. Wilbourne and
John Wilbourne
Mr. Curtis C. Wilkie Jr. and
Mrs. Nancy R. Wilkie
Dr. Charles L. Wilkinson and
Mrs. Millicent Wilkinson
Mr. Norman M. Williamson and
Mrs. Melinda Williamson
Mr. Zebulon M. Winstead and
Mrs. Nancy Owens Winstead
The Hon. William F. Winter and
Mrs. Elise V. Winter
Mr. Florian O. Wittichen Jr. and
Neida Wittichen
Mrs. Camille S. Yahm
Dr. Ralf P. Zapata and
Mrs. Rhonda M. Zapata
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TheView fromVentress
News From the College of Liberal Arts

Founded in 1848, the College of Liberal Arts is the oldest
and largest division of The University of
Mississippi. The College offers a broad and comprehensive
course of study, including most areas of knowledge in the
humanities, the fine arts and the biological, physical and
social sciences.
Glenn Hopkins, Dean
Janice Murray, Associate Dean
Holly Reynolds, Associate Dean
Ronald Vernon, Associate Dean
C. Perry Moulds, Assistant Director of University Development
Cody Giles, Assistant to the Dean for Development
Josh Davis, Assistant Director of Alumni Affairs
AFRICAN AMERICAN
STUDIES
Charles Ross, Director

MILITARY SCIENCE
Lt. Col. James Shaver, Chair

AEROSPACE STUDIES
Lt. Col. Steven Estock, Chair

MODERN
LANGUAGES
Donald Dyer, Chair

ART
Nancy Wicker, Chair

MUSIC
Charles Gates, Chair

BIOLOGY
Paul Lago, Interim Chair

NAVAL SCIENCE
Capt. Jack Dalrymple, Chair

CHEMISTRY
Charles Hussey, Chair

PHILOSOPHY
AND RELIGION
William Lawhead, Chair

CLASSICS
Aileen Ajootian,
Interim Chair

PHYSICS
Thomas Marshall, Chair

ECONOMICS
Mark Van Boening, Chair

POLITICAL SCIENCE
Richard Forgette, Chair

ENGLISH
Patrick Quinn, Chair

PSYCHOLOGY
Michael Allen, Chair

GENDER STUDIES
Mary Carruth, Director

PUBLIC POLICY
LEADERSHIP
Robert Haws, Chair

HISTORY
Joseph Ward, Chair
INTERNATIONAL
STUDIES
Kees Gispen, Director
JOURNALISM
Samir Husni, Chair
MATHEMATICS
Tristan Denley, Chair

SOCIOLOGY
AND ANTHROPOLOGY
Kirsten Dellinger,
Interim Chair
SOUTHERN STUDIES
Ted Ownby, Interim Director

Campaign provides ‘margin of excellence’
In October, UM formally launched a $200 million
capital campaign designed to build on the successes of
the past 10 years.
MomentUM: A Campaign for The University of
Mississippi, has already attracted more than $160.7
million in private gifts
from individuals, corporations and foundations.
During the “quiet
phase” of the
campaign, which began in January 2005, more than
39,200 people contributed or made pledges. Alumni
Mike Glenn (BA 77), Sam (BA 77) and Mary Donnelly Haskell (BA 81) and Deuce McAllister (00) are
co-chairs of the campaign.
The funds will help complete a cancer center at The
University of Mississippi Medical Center in Jackson,
build a new law school and residential colleges on the
Oxford campus, establish a new school of journalism
and build a new basketball practice facility. Funds will

also be used for faculty salaries, scholarships and
graduate stipends.
During the past 10 years, state funding for the
university has decreased dramatically, falling from 40
percent to 17 percent. Meanwhile, enrollment has ballooned by more than 4,000
students, putting a strain on
resources. As a result, UM
relies on private support now
more than ever.
“Private funding will provide the margin of excellence we are relentlessly pursuing,” Chancellor Robert
Khayat said. “Our alumni and friends are happy to
invest in the university and continue our momentum.
With their help, we will have the resources we need to
become an even greater American public university.” V
For more information on the MomentUM campaign,
visit www.news.olemiss.edu or www.olemiss.edu/
momentum.

University announces plans to establish School of Journalism
Thanks to a $5.3 million gift from
alumni Ed and Becky Meek, The
University of Mississippi plans to
ask the Board of Trustees of State
Institutions of Higher Learning to
approve the creation of a new
School of Journalism, MarketingCommunications and Technology.
The school will be based in
newly renovated Farley Hall, also
home to the Overby Center for
Southern Journalism and Politics.
The announcement was made Oct.
19, officially kicking off the public
phase of MomentUM, the university’s capital fundraising drive.
“The concept for the school is
so exciting,” Ed Meek said. “It’s
going to create an academic
program in journalism that stays

ahead of the curve, looks into the
future and returns to the curriculum an interdisciplinary approach
that will give students a wide range
of options.”
The new school will benefit
students in countless ways, said
Samir Husni, journalism department chair. “This is a giant step
forward,” Husni said. “A school
devoted specifically to journalism
puts us on the same playing level as
other universities in the nation.”
A UM journalism graduate,
Meek helped shape the university’s
public image. He is a former assistant vice chancellor for public relations and marketing and associate
professor of journalism. He retired
in 1998 to focus on other business

interests he built, including Oxford
Publishing Inc. and the Tupelo
Furniture Market.
“While we in the College will
miss our colleagues in journalism,
the creation of this school is an
important step forward in the
evolution of journalism at UM,”
said Dean Glenn Hopkins. “This
generous gift from Ed and Becky
Meek will enable our journalism
program to stand as an equal with
other journalism programs across
the nation and will make possible
many new opportunities for our
students. It is truly an exciting time
for journalism at UM.” V

THEATRE ARTS
Rhona Justice-Malloy,
Chair
NONPROFIT ORG.

This publication is funded by the Ventress
Order, an organization established by The University
of Mississippi Alumni Association in cooperation
with The University of Mississippi Foundation to
support the College of Liberal Arts. Active membership in The University of Mississippi Alumni Association helps make The View from Ventress possible.
Active members have **** on their mailing labels.
Please contact the Office of the Dean, College of
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The University complies with all applicable laws regarding
affirmative action and equal opportunity in all its activities
and programs and does not discriminate against anyone
protected by law because of age, color, disability, national
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status as a veteran or disabled veteran. 2143F/1-08
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